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Object  of  Ph.  Ljeet's  Pamphlet  Pending  the  New  Shipping  Biles. 


To  suggest  the  formation  of  an  Association  of  all  Medical 
Officers  of  the  Merchant  Navy., 

To  recommend  to  the  Medical  Schools,  petitions  for  the 
signature  of  their  tthtmni  desirous  of  urging  upon  the  Govern- 
ment the  insertion  of  a  Clause  in  the  New  Shipping  33ill, 
conferring  upon  the  Ship  Surgeon  analogous  powers  to  those 
of  a  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  land.,  and  further  special  powers 
for  the  protection  of  seamen.  This  Health  Department  to  be 
presided  over  by  a  Medieal  Adviser  at  the  Head  Quarters,  Marine 
Department,  Board  of  Trade. 

Shipowners. 

To  induce  Shipowners  to  support  this  Clause,  in  order  that 
competent,  trained,  and  seasoned  ship  surgeons  may  be  attracted, 
their  services  being  invaluable  under  the  Employers  Liability 
Bill. 

Seamen. 

To  encourage  seamen  to  report,  through  their  Union  Brandies, 
insanitary  conditions  or  want  of  proper  treatment  on  shipboard 
afloat. 

A  Lecture  upon  "  Ship  Sanitation  at  Sea,"  with  detailed 
facts  supporting  the  statements  in  "  Truth's  "  article,  from  the 
personal  experience  of  Dr.  Leet  and  other  Ships'  Surgeons, 
Nautical  Officers,  etc.,  will  bs  delivered  by  Dr.  Leet  this  winter, 
if  invited,  at  the  British  Medical  Schools,  and  at  the  towns 
where  there  are  Branches  of  the  Shipping  Federation  and  the 
Seamen's  Union. 

Any  pertinent  facts  communicated  to  Dr.  Leet  will  be 
regarded  as  confidential,  the  names  of  ships  and  persons  being 
withheld  at  the  Lectures. 

Early  application  should  be  made  to  Dr.  Leet  for  Lectures. 


Syllabus  of  Lecture  on  "-Ship  Sanitation  at  Sea." 

Tlie  Ship  Surgeon's  Duty  in  Atlantic  Passenger  Trade.  ' 

The  Shi})  Surgeon's  Duty  to  United  States  Passenger  Acts. 

Medical  Inspection  of  Emigrants.  Vaccination. 

H  M.  Hoard  of  Trade  hoodwinked  by  the  Steamship  Manager. 

Sanitary  Beports  to  the  Directors  and  to  the  Board  of  Trade  are  suppressed. 

Dr.  Lett's  Experience — Detailed  reports:  Tyranny  and  Cruelty  of  the 
Captain  to  the  Ship  Surgeon  -  The  General  Manager  of  the  Company 
bullies,  instead  of  protecting,  the  Ship  Surgeon  under  him,  dc  ,  dc. 

No  Annual  Beport  of  Sickness,  Injury,  Mortality  or  Sanitation  in  the 
Merchant  Navy— A  National  Disgrace 

Conscientious  Shipi*  Surgeons  have  their  services  dispensed  with  by  the 
Managers,  and  are  consequently  boycotted  by  the  Mercantile  Marine 
Employes  wherever  they  settle  down  in  medical  practice. 

Reform  Urgent. 
A  Parliamentary  Commission  to  inquire  into  the  sanitary 
condition   of  the  Merchant  Navy,  kc.    (See  Editorial  Article, 
Merchant  Shipping  Bill.  British  Medical  Journal,  9th  September' 
189H.) 

n    ■  C.  H.  Leet,  F.R.C.S. 

Seaforth,  Liverpool, 
Christmas,  1893. 


TO 

THE  MEDICAL  OFFICERS — PAST  AND  PRESENT— 
OF  THE  BRITISH  MERCHANT  NAVY 

IN  RECOGNITION  Op 

their  absolute  impotence  as  Sanitary  Officers  afloat,  and 
their  just  demand  for  Government  protection  and  control 
in  safe-guarding  the  living  freight— passengers,  emigrants, 
and  crew, 

THIS    PAMPHLET    IS  DEDICATED 

BY 

THE  AUTHOR, 

"Whose  services  were  dispensed  with  by  "  three  of  the 
foremost  Shipping  Companies  in  the  world,"  after  con- 
scientiously discharging  his  duty  in  these  three  passenger 
Lines,  and  with  satisfactory  Testimonials  from  each 
Company. 


u  I  feel  convinced  that  the  verdict  pronounced  by  every 
competent  and  unbiassed  reader  of  this  truthful  sketch,  will 
be  that  no  conscientious  medical  gentleman,  with  a  spark 
of  self-respect  or  of  professional  dignity,  should  stoop  to 
accept  a  Ship's  surgeoncy  in  the  British  Mercantile  Marine 
Service  under  the  present  humiliating  conditions." 

(From  the  Preface  of  '•  The  Ship's  Surgeon  of  To-day:') 


SHIP  SANITATION  AND  H.M.  BOARD  OF  TRADE. 


DOCTORS    AT  SEA. 

[Re-printed  from  Truth,  24th  August,  1893.] 


It  was  recently  remarked  in  Truth  that  "  when  the  next 
Merchant  Shipping  Act  is  passed,  it  would  he  a  great  thing  for 
sailors  if  provisions  were  enacted  securing  to  the  ship's  doctor  some 
measure  of  authority  independently  of  the  captain."    From  several 
communications  addressed  to  me  on  the  subject,  I  find  that  I  am 
not  the  only  person  who  has  arrived  at  this  conclusion,  and  the 
bearings  of  the  subject  are  so  important  that  I  propose  to  point  out 
somewhat  more  in  detail  the  nature  of  the  reform  which  is  obviously 
required.    Ships'  Surgeons,  so  far  as  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of* 
judging  their  views,  are  unanimous  in  testifying  that,  except  for  the 
purpose  of  doctoring  passengers  and  crew,  they  have  no  power  or 
influence  in  regard  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  those  on  board. 
Nor  is  this  any  matter  for  wonder.    If  there  is  anything  wrong  in 
regard  to  the  sanitation  of  the  ship,  the  owners  ultimately  and  the 
captain  immediately  are  responsible  for  it.    Except  in  the  very  rare 
case  where  the  captain  is  at  fault,  and  is  allowing  something  which 
the  owners  do  not  approve  of,  a  doctor  has  little  prospect  of  doing 
any  good  by  reporting  to  the  owners  ;  and  even  in  that  one  case  he 
may  easily  find  that  the  captain  has  more  influence  with  the  owners 
than  he  has.    In  every  other  case,  the  doctor  who  protests  either  to 
owners  or  captain  against  sanitary  evils  of  any  kind,  is  simply  in  the 
position  of  remonstrating  with  an  evil-doer  upon  the  error  of  his 
ways.    That  is  usually  a  useless  proceeding,  but  in  the  case  of  a 
ship's  surgeon  it  is  likely  to  be  worse  than  useless.     For  a  ship's 
surgeon  is  the  servant  of  the  owners,  and  the  subordinate  of  the 
captain.    When  he  makes  a  complaint,  therefore,  he  is  casting  an 
imputation  upon  his  own  employers  and  upon  his  own  superior 
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officer.  Unless  owners  and  captains  are  angels  trading  in  the 
character  of  men  of  business,  they  will  naturally  regard  him  as 
impertinent  and  insubordinate  ;  and  the  most  probable  result  of  his 
indiscreet  efforts  will  be  his  own  dismissal  from  the  service,  with  a 
character  by  no  means  likely  to  secure  him  employment  elsewhere. 

That  this  is  in  practice  a  frequent  result  of  a  ship-surgeon's 
efforts  on  behalf  of  passengers  and  crew  I  can  myself  vouch.  From 
time  to  time  doctors  have  come  to  me  for  help  under  such  circum- 
stances, and  I  should  have  been  very  glad  to  ventilate  their  cases 
were  it  not  that  the  same  causes  which  make  the  doctor  powerless 
go  very  far  to  tie  the  hands  of  the  journalist  who  desires  to  assist 
him.    He  is  one  man,  and  usually  a  poor  one,  fighting  against 
many,  and  those  with  money  at  their  backs.    Nothing  is  easier  than 
to  deny  his  statements  and  to  misrepresent  his  actions  ;  nothing  is 
more  difficult  than  to  prove  and  justify  them,  the  only  evidence  on 
which  he  can  rely  being  that  of  seafaring  men  and  travellers,  who 
are  usually  at  the  uttermost  ends  of  the  earth  at  the  moment  when 
their  testimony  is  required.    The  only  occasion  on  which  I  have  ever 
been  called  upon  to  pay  substantial  damages  in  respect  of  any  state- 
ment made  in  Truth  was  in  connection  with  certain  allegations  as 
to  what  occurred  on  board  a  certain  ship.    The  experience  which  I 
gained  on  that  occasion  led  me  to  resolve  that  never  again  would  I 
commit  myself  to  any  specific  statement  of  a  similar  nature.  I 
mention  this  to  explain  why  I  refrain  from  giving  illustrations  of 
what  I  have  said  above.    I  may  mention,  however,  that  Mr.  Charles 
Leet,  F."R.C.S.,  published  some  time  back  in  pamphlet  form  his 
experiences  in  the  service  of  three  of  the  foremost  Liverpool  lines  of 
steamships,  and  his  statements  alone — which  were  substantiated  by 
correspondence  and  other  documentary  evidence,  and  which,  so  far 
as  I  know,  have  never  been  challenged — are  sufficient  to  show  the 
absolute  impotence  of  a  surgeon,  even  in  the  service  of  Companies  of 
world-wide  reputation.    What  is  the  case  on  the  ships  of  smaller 
owners,  trading  to  out-of-the-way  places,  may  easily  be  imagined. 
In  one  instance,  which  came  under  my  notice  a  year  or  two  back,  a 
surgeon  was  driven  out  of  the  employ  of  one  of  the  smaller  Oriental 
lines  for  endeavouring  to  protect  some  of  the  crew  against  the  most 
brutal  treatment.    In  referring  to  this  subject  last  month,  I  gave 
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the  experience  of  a  surgeon  on  board  a  Cape  steamer,  who  had  the 
courage  to  protest  against  various  abominations,  and  even  against  a 
violation  of  the  regulations  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  This  medico 
was  only  insulted  for  his  trouble.  Such  things  are  going  on  almost 
every  day. 

The  remedy  is  obvious.    A  Ship's  Surgeon  should  be  in  a 

POSITION  TO  SNAP  HIS  FINGERS  AT  THE  OwNRRS  AND  THE  CAPTAIN,  and  to 

exercise  an  effective  control  over  all  matters  relating  to  the  health 
of  passengers  aud  crew.  This  can  only  be  done  by  maicing  him  a 
representative  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  commissioned  to  report 
directly  to  that  body  on  all  matters  within  his  jurisdiction,  and 
responsible  to  them  alone  for  the  performance  of  his  duties.  The 
most  effectual  way  of  carrying  this  out  would  be  the  organisation 
of  a  Medical  or  Health  Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  the 
head  of  which  would  act  as  medical  adviser  to  the  Board.  I 
do  not  suggest  that  the  surgeons  should  be  paid  officers  of  the  State  ; 
but  they  should  be,  as  now,  qualified  medical  men,  specially  licensed 
by  the  Board  of  Trade,  so  that  the  Board  would  always  have  the 
power  to  deal  with  them  if  they  failed  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties.  The  important  point  is  that  the  doctor  should  be  in  direct 
communication  with  the  Board.  As  a  matter  of  theory,  under  the 
present  Acts  the  ship's  surgeon  is  supposed  to  report  to  the  Board 
of  Trade ;  but  how  this  theory  works  in  practice  is  shown  in  the 
pamphlet  of  Mr.  Charles  Leet,  to  which  I  have  referred  above.  In 
their  orders  to  ships'  surgeons  in  the  Atlantic  passenger  trade,  the 
Board  of  Trade  request  a  report  at  the  end  of  each  voyage  on  certain 
specified  points,  among  others  the  following  :  — 

Has  the  ship  been  Disinfected  ?  (after  an})  cases  of 
infectious  or  contagious  disease ). 

Was  the  Ventilation  sufficient  !  If  not,  state  where  it  was 
defective. 

Were  any  Complaints  made  by  the  emitjrants  ?  If  so,  state 
what  complaints,  and  what  steps  were  taken  in  each  case. 

This  report,  the  Board  direct,  shall  be  addressed  to  the  Emigration 
Officer.        In   Mr.  Leet's  case,  the  *Company  give  their  own 


Foot-note  added,  by  Dr.  Leet  in  this  reprint 

*  Dr.  Leet  knew  nothing  about,  this  article  "Doctors  at  Sea,"  until  a  London 
Physician  drew  his  attention  to  it.  1 


DR.  LEET'S 

RECENT  TESTIMONIALS. 

(1886-89.) 


From  Surgeons,  Royal  Infirmary,  Liverpool: 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  Dr.  C.  II.  LEET  fo»  several 
yeais,  both  as  a  medical  practitioner  in  this  city  and  as  a  very  frequent 
visitor  in  the  wards  of  the  Royal  Infirmary.  I  have  always  regarded 
him  as  a  thorough  gentleman,  an  honourable  man,  and  as  a  well- 
informed  member  of  our  profession,  and  I  shall  rejoice  to  hear  of  his. 
success  in  his  future  career. 

ROBERT   BICKERSTETII,  F.R.C.S. 

I  have  known  Pr.  LEET  for  many  years,  and  have  much  pleasure 
in  expressing  the  high  opinion  I  entertain  of  him  as  a  professional  man. 

REGINALD  HARRISON,  F.R.C.S. 

Dr.  Leet  was  a  constant  attendant  at  the  Liverpool  Royal  Infirmary, 
and    last    no  opportunity    of  keeping    himself  abreast  of  medical  science. 
He  is  a  man  of  gentlemanly  character  and  stainless  reputation. 

\V.  MITCHELL  BANKS,  F.R.C.S. 

From  Physicians,  Royal  Southern  Hospital^ 

Liverpool : 

I  have  mnch  pleasure  in  stating  that  I  hare  known  Dr  Leet  for 
many  years  as  a  gentleman  of  high  personal  character  and  professional 
attainments.  The  fact  that  Dr.  t»OT  is  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons  of  Fngland,  is  sufficient  evidence  oi  the  soundness  and  extent 
of  his  surgical  knowledge ;  while  his  interest  in  all  that  is  newest  in 
medicine  has  been  manifested  by  the  visits  to  the  wards  of  the  Royal 
Southern  Hospital,  and  careful  investigation  of  cases  under  my  charge  at 
that  institution,  which  he  has  made  in  the  intervals  of  his  voyages.  Now 
that  he  has  decided  to  remain  on  shore,  I  wish  him  the  success  which  his 
professional  attainments  might  fairly  entitle  him  to  expect. 

WILLIAM   CARTER,  M.D.  Lond.,  FR.C.P.  Load. 

Army  Medical  Service. 
Medical  Dfpat.tmekt,  War  Office,  Dec.  261/1,  18S8. 
Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  13th  inst.,  and  in 
reply  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  I  shall  be  happy  to  bear  testimony  to  your  pro- 
fessional efficiency  during  your  service,  and  you  nre  at  liberty  to  refer  your 
employers  to  me  any  time  with  that  view. — I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  CRAWFORD,  Director  General. 


FROM  PRIVATE  PATIENTS. 

From  Robert  Darning  Holt,  Esq.,  Liverpool: 

Dear  GRAVES, 

I  enclose  a  letter  which  I  have  received  from  my  friend  Mr.  Leet. 
When  we  lived  ai  Edge  Hill  we  had  professional  experience  of  Mr.  Leet, 
an  experience  which  gives  me  the  greatest  confidence  in  intioducing  him  to 
your  Company. — Yours  very  truly,  ™   D.  HOLT. 

From  Fredk.  Gregory,  Esq,,  Solicitor,  Birkenhead : 

During  the  four  years  you  were  our  family  Doctor  your  skdl  and 
kind  attention  gained  our  complete  confidence,  &c. 

From  Basil  Papaya  uui,  Esq.,  Shipowner,  Liverpool: 

Having  known  you  for  more  than  ten  years,  I  have  great  pleasure 
in  testifying  to  your  skill  and  ability  as  a  surgeon  and  physician,  and  to  your 
gentlemanly  and  kind  treatment  of  your  patients. 

From  Lord  Ronald   Gozuer,  Stafford  House : 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  giving  my  testimonial  to  Dr.  C.  H.  LEET, 
having  experienced  his  professional  excellence  two  years  ago. 

From  Hon.  A.  S.  Northcote,  Pynes,  Exeter: 

I  have  found  Dr.  Leet  to  be  a  most  pi  easant  and  efficient  surgeon,  &c. 

From  Hon.  Horace  Plunkctt,  Kildare  Street  Club, 

Dublin : 

In  November,  1885,  I  had  occasion  to  consult  Dr.  C.  H.  LEET.  I 
have  much  pleasure  in  stating  that  I  had  every  reason  to  form  the  highest 
opinion  of  his  professional  skill. 

From  Lady  Guy: 

I  can  never  forget  how  great  my  debt  to  you  is  for  your  unremitting  care 
of  my  husband.  It  was,  humanly  speaking,  owing  to  your  skill  and  judicious 
treatment  that  Sir  Philip's  life  was  then  spared,  &c. 

From  the  Vicar  of  IV  ,  Co.  Durham  : 

Of  Dr.  Leet's  medical  skill  and  experience  I  have  had  ample  proof  in 
my  own  family,  my  wife  having  been  attended  by  him  for  some  months  in  a 
very  difficult  and  trying  disorder  with  the  most  beneficial  results,  due  entirely, 
I  am  confident,  to  that  skill  and  knowledge  which  is  only  to  be  acquired  by 
long  and  constant  practice. 

I  feel  the  utmost  confidence  in  saying  that  whatever  place  Dr.  Leet  may 
settle  in  will  be  a  distinct  gainer  by  his  presence,  and  can  only  wi>h  himself,  &c. 

N.B. — These  are  a  few  brief  extracts  out  of  a  printed  book  of  forty-three 
Testimonials  (see  my  pamphlet,  "  The  Ship's  Surgeon  of  To-Day"), 

C.  H.  LEET,  F.R.C.S.,  Eng., 

Bootle,  Liverpool. 
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instructions  to  the  surgeon,  purporting  to  over-ride  those  of  the 
Board  of  Trade.  *They  direct  him  to  furnish  the  Emigration 
Officer  in  future  with  "  the  following  particulars,"  and  the  list  which 
follows  omits  all  the  questions  quoted  above.  Finally,  as  though 
to  ensure  that  their  instructions  shall  be  carried  out,  and  not  those 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  they  order  that  the  report  shall  be  sent  in 
the  ship's  despatch-box  under  cover  to  the  General  Manager  of  the 
Oompany.  Mr.  Leet  attempted  to  transmit  a  report  direct  to  the 
Board,  and  was  peremptorily  ordered  by  the  General  Manager  to 
sit  down  and  write  another.  "When  one  of  the  foremost  Shipping 
Companies  in  the  world  acts  in  this  way,  what  is  to  be  expected 
of  an  unscrupulous  or  impecunious  private  owner  ? 

There  are  two  interests  to  be  safeguarded  in  this  matter :  First, 
that  of  passengers  ;   secondly,  that  of  sailors.      The  former — 
setting  aside  emigrants,  who  are  pretty  well  looked  after— are  the 
least  in  need  of  protection,  because  they  can  look  after  themselves, 
and  make  their  voices  heard,  and  are  only  temporary  occupants  of 
the  ship.      The  sailors  are  always  there,  and  are  in  a  great 
measure  helpless.    "What  is  necessary  in  the  interest  of  passengers 
is  efficient  means  of  dealing   with  infectious  diseases,  effective 
disinfection,  wholesome  water  supply.    These  requirements  apply 
equally  to  the  crew  ;  but  the  latter  need  in  addition  security  that 
they  have  proper  sleeping  accommodation  (both  in  the  matter  of 
space  and  ventilation),  wholesome  food,  proper  sanitary  appliances, 
and  proper  treatment  (including  exemption  from  work)  when  they 
are  ill.    For  these  purposes  an  officer  is  required  on  board  ship  with 
analogous  powers  to  those  of  an  Officer  of  Health  on  land,  and  with 
further  special  powers  for  the  protection  of  sailors.    There  is,  of 
course,  a  danger  here  that  such  an  officer,  instead  of  being,  as  now, 
a  mere  cipher,  will  be  such  an  important  personage  that  he  will  be 
courted  and  conciliated,  not  to  say  "  squared."    This  should  be 
prevented  by  systematically  checking  his  reports,  and  by  continually 
removing  him  from  ship  to  ship.    On  the  whole,  however,  the 
public  may  feel  a  fair  amount  of  confidence  in  the  integrity  of 
medical  men  invested  with  such  powers  ;   and,  even  taking  the 
lowest  view  of  them,  an  honest  majority  would  speedily  work  a 
complete  transformation  in  some  of  the  worst  aspects  of  life  at  sea. 

Foot-note  added  by  Dr.  Led  in  this  reprint: 

*  Is  the  report  correct,  that,  up  to  the  present  time,  the  directors  have  dis- 
regarded my  exposure  of  this  stain  upon  their  flag  existing  all  these 
years  since  1885  t 


I  have  to  thank  several  correspondents  who  have  written  to  me 
in  support  of  the  views  expressed  a  fortnight  ago  in  my  article  on 
the  position  of  ships'  doctors  in  the  merchant  service.  I  am  glad 
to  know  that  there  is  a  very  general  consensus  of  opinion  among 
those  best  qualified  to  judge  in  favor  of  a  more  direct  control  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  over  sanitary  and  medical  arrangements  at  sea. 
In  the  absence  of  any  new  facts,  I  see  no  reason  for  devoting 
further  space  to  the  subject  at  present,  hut  I  can  promise  that  I 
shall  return  to  it  whenever  opportunity  occurs. 

"  Truth,"  September  7th,  1S93. 


A  PbomuJent  Board  of  Trade  Official  on  Truth's  Article. 

I  have  read  Truth's  Article,  "  Doctors  at  Sea,"  and  think 
that  nothing  could  have  been  better,  or  more  reasonable.  If  the 
public  demand  these  tilings  themselves  they  are  far  more  likely  to 
get  them  than  if  the  doctors  do  It  has  always  ap- 
peared to  me  obvious  that  we  must  have  a  medical  officer  at  the 
Board  of  Trade  before  we  can  even  hope  to  get  them  to  see  the 
matter  in  the  proper  light.  The  triumph  of  Dr.  Bickerton  of 
Liverpool  (>•<•  the  tests  for  colour  blindness)  one  would  have  naturally 

thought  sufficient  to  effect  this  purpose.  The  Board 

of  Trade  deserves  our  pity  rather  than  our  blame.  Surely  the 
Sanitary  interests  ot  the  Merchant  Navy  and  of  the  ocean-going 
public,  as  well  as  the  domestic  interests  involved  at  such  times  as 
the  present  would  lead  one  to  think  that  the  Board  of  Trade  requires 
medical  advice  and  assistance,  as  well  as  the  War  Office,  Admiralty, 
and  Local  Government  Board.    {Letter  to  Dr.  Leet.) 

CUNARD  Co.'s   HOSPITALS    AT  SEA. 
(From  Official  Letter  by  Dr.  Led  to  the  Directors). 

"  I  now  beg  leave  to  quote  the  opinion  of  the  leading  British  Metlical  Journal 
upon  the  Canard  Company's  official  standing  order  to  their  Surgeons  upon  their 
ships'  Hospitals,  viz., 

"  The  Cuuard  Company  is  generally  recognised  to  occupy  a  position  in  the 
front  rank  of  steamship  companies,  and  if  in  the  magnificent  boats  it  puts  on 
the  Atlantic  trade  the  Hospitals  arc  sometimes  used  to  accommodate  passengers 
or  crew,  it  may  be  safely  assumed  that  iu  other  Companies  with  a  lesser 
reputation  at  stake,  matters  will  not  bo  better.  In  the  face  of  the  provisions  of 
Acts  of  Parliament,  and  of  the  recommendai  ions  of  sanitary  experts,  we  have 
been  rather  surprised  to  read  an  order,  which  a  burgeon,  formerly  employed  by 
the  Cunard  Company,  has  stated  in  a  'pamphlet  recently  published,  was 
issued  to  its  Surgeons  by  that  Company.  The  order  as  published  is  iu  the 
following  terms  : 

_ "  The  Hospitals  are  to  be  under  the  Surgeon's  charge  only  when  occupied  by 
patients,  at  which  time  he  will  be  responsible  for  their  cleanliness  and  proper 
ventilation.    When  unoccupied  they  are  to  be  at  the  Captaiu's  disposal." 

"  The  phrase  "  at  the  Captain's  disposal  "  suggests  the  probability  that  the 
t irregular  practices  observed  by  Captain  Wilson  at  Queenstown  have  not  yet 
ceased'' 


*"  The  Ship  s  Surgeon  of  To-Day,"  by  C.  H.  LEET,  F.H  C.S. 

(Editorial  Article  on  "Ship  Smitatiou"  British  Medical  Journal) 

t  Dr.  LEET  was  Surgeon  of  s.s.  S  on  the  homeward  voyage  from  Boston 

U.S.A.,  December,  isss,  and  cleared  the  Ship's  Hospitals  of  steerage 
passengers  before  the  sick  could  be  admitted. 
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Re-printed  from  British  Medical  Journal,  of  17th  June  1893. 


Marine  Sanitation  and  Her  Majesty's  Board  of  Trade. 

Sir, — Your  recent  valuable  editorial  note  upon  the  subject  of 
hygienic  precautions  in  the  Atlantic  passenger  trade  and  the 
unsatisfactory  position  of  the  ship  surgeon,  the  only  sanitary  officer 
in  vessels  afloat,  is  most  opportune,  and  encourages  me  to  beg  a 
little  space  to  suggest  in  briefest  outline  to  the  seamen's  medical 
friends  inside  and  outside  of  Parliament  to  press  upon  the 
Government  the  appointment  of  a  chief  medical  officer,  a  responsible 
medical  adviser  to  the  Marine  Department  of  Her  Majesty's  Board 
of  Trade  at  head-quarters  to  advise  and  assist  them  as  to  sanitary 
matters  in  the  merchant  navy  in  respect  of  the  administration  or 
*amemlment  of  the  shipping  laws,  and  in  particular  as  to  the 
question  of  meilical  advisers  to  British  consulates  at  foreign  ports, 
to  inspect  alien  emigrants  and  their  baggage  embarking  for  Great 
Britain,  to  supervise  the  water  supply  and  the  isolation  of  infected 
seamen  at  the  ports,  etc.  Among  the  other  duties  of  the  chief 
medical  officer  would  be  to  advise  as  to  a  system  of  vaccination,  to 
prepare  an  annual  report  of  sickness  and  mortality  in  the  merchant 
navy,  to  organise  an  ambulance  system,  so  that  in  every  outward 
bound  ship  two  members  at  least  of  the  crew,  one  of  them  an  officer, 
should  be  certificated  in  first  aid  ;  to  establish  a  marine  hospital 
service,  the  medical  officers  to  submit  their  sanitary  reports  direct 
to  his  office  without  fear  of  dismissal  by  the  shipowner  or  his 
manager  ;  the  medical  surveyors  at  British  ports  also  urgently 
require  protection  in  the  discharge  of  their  sanitai'y  duties. 

I  earnestly  suggested  this  appointment  to  the  Shipping 
Federation  last  April  for  their  favourable  consideration  and 
powerful  support,  and  now  the  Seamen's  Union,  through  its  friendly 
M.P.'s,  is  about  to  move  in  the  same  direction,  thus  claiming  their 
just  rights  under  the  Sanitary  Shipping  Acts. — I  am,  etc. 

Seaforth,  June  12th,  1893.  C.  H.  Left,  F.K.C.S.,  Eng. 


Dr.  Leet's  facts  alluded  to  in  Truth's  article  are  recorded  in 
his  pamphlet  "  The  Ship's  Surgeon  of  To-day,"  and  in  fifteen 
published  letters  upon  Ship  Sanitation.  Valuable  comments  upon 
these  facts  appeared  in  The  Lancet,  British  Medical  Journal, 
Provincial  Medical,  Journal,  Lighthouse,  Fairpldy,  Liverpool  Journal 
of  Commerce,  Seafaring,  Nursing  Record.  Chicago  Medical  Standard, 
New  York  Herald,  Boston  Herald,  U.S.A. 


*  See  the  Merchant  Shipping  Bill:  lending  Article  British  Medical  Journal, 
September  9th,  1S93. 
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Tic    Mkrcantile  Marine  Rksidknts  of  Skaforth  and  Ship 

Sanitation. 

Dr.  Lf.kt  desires  to  return  thanks  to  officers,  engineers,  and 
chic-f  stewards,  of  the  three  "foremost  Shipping  Companies  in  the 
world,"  for  individually  and  privately  acknowledging  the  valuable 
services  he  has  rendered  by  his  public  writings  towards  improved 
Sanitary  boardship  accommodation,  &c,  provided  for  Liverpool 
crews ;  but  Dr.  Leet  regrets  that,  through  fear  of  giving  offence  to 
ship  owners — their  employers,  the  officers,  engineers,  and  chief 
stewards  dare  not  employ  his  professional  services,  and  are  probably 
expected  to  warn  all  their  seamen,  sailors,  firemen,  stewards,  cooks, 
butchers,  emigrants,  and  shore  employes  to  give  Dr.  Leet  "  a  wide 
berth,"  for  having  had  the  courage  and  conscience  to  shock  the 
puhlic  by  exposing  the  infractions  as  well  as  evasions  of  the  British 
Passenger  Acts  and  Her  Majesty's  Board  of  Trade  Orders  in  the 
Atlantic  passenger  trade,  and  the  Ship  Surgeons'  neglect  of  exposing 
their  degraded  position  all  these  years  past  until  Dr.  Leet  set  them 
the  example,  and  was  awarded  by  the  steamship  managers  the 
penalty  (shirked  by  them)  namely :  "your  scr  rices  arc  dispensed  with." 
Truth  correctly  described  this  penalty  in  his  admirable  article. 


"  ®bf    Chip's    ^nrrtpon    of  ^o-Dan.'' 

PRICE  SIXPENCE 

OPINIONS  of  thf:  press,  &c. 

"  This  pamphlet  throws  a  lurid  light  on  the  discomfort  ami  petty  insolence  a 
Surgeon  who  attempts  to  do  his  dutv  bv  his  employers,  the  passengers,  and  the  crew 
is  exposed  to  from  the  Officers  in  command,  UNLESS  HE  IS  CONTENT  TO 
CLOSE  HIS   EYES   TO  ALL  ABUSES."-  Ihe  Lancet. 


"  Dr.  Leet  is  doing  good  service  hy  drawing  attention  to  the  present  very 
unsatisfactory  position  of  the  Ships' Surgeons."  ....  '  The  manner  in  which 
Dr  Leet's  career  afloat  was  brought  to  an  end  is  probably  an  example  of  the 
impatience  with  which  the  officials  regard  BJiything  Qke  oritioism  of  the  sanitary 
arrangements  of  their  ships." — British  Medical  Journal. 

"  Judging  from  the  numerous  testimonials  that  he  publishes  we  gather  that  Dr. 
Leet  stands  high,  both  professionally  and  socially." — Liverpool  Journal  of 

Commerce. 


"  Your  pamphlet  will  boar  fruit." — Government  Emigration  Officer 


'■  We  have  drawn  attention  in  preceding  numbers  to  Dr.  Leet's  excellent 
pamphlet  on  "  The  Ship's  Surgeon  of  To-day."  Dr.  Leet  is  like  a  veritable  Paladin, 
and  is  out  singlo-handed  to  fight  one  of  the  most  powerful  trade  combinations, 
viz  ,  shipowners.    But  the  contest  is  unequal.    He  has  suffered,  and  must  suffer  in 

consequence  of  his  zeal." 

:<  The  British  Medical  Association  should  come  to  his  assistance,  and  take  the 
work  off  his  shoulders.  It  is  not  such  an  attractive  subject  as  relative  rank,  but  it 
is  an  infinitely  more  important  one.'' — (Editorial  article  Provincial  Medical  Journal. 


FINIS 


SANITARY  SHIPS  FOR  SALOON  AND  STEERAGE 

PASSENGERS 
TO  THE   UNITED  STATES  AND  CANADA. 


After  an  experience  of  some  eiyht  years  as  Medical  Officer 
in  six  first  class  British  Passenger  Steamship  Companies  Dr. 
Lbet  strongly  advises  )>assenyers  to  the  United  States,  Canada, 
Australia,  China  and  Japan,  to  travel  by  the  American  Line 
(lute  Inman  and  International)  from  Southampton.  Advice 
entirely  impartial  and  unsolicited,  as  Dr.  Leet  has  had  no 
communication,  directly  or  indirectly,  with  the  American  Com- 
pany for  four  years. 

Unfortunately  Dr.  Leet  was  at  sea  in  the  Alfred  Holt  Line 
n  hen  the  American  (late  Inman  and  International)  Co.  offered 
him  an  appointment.  THEIR  SURGEONS  HAVE  FULL 
SANITARY  POWERS  AND  ARE  NOT  DISMISSED 
FOR  EXERCISING  THEM,  consequently  they  carry 
the  best  American  families,  carefully  selected  Immigrants,  and 
Superior  class  of  Surgeons. 

Dr.  Leet  in  his  letters  on  Ship  Sanitation  Nos.  12,  13, 
and  14,  addressed  to  the  Members  of  the  United  States 
Commission  on  Alien  Immigration  into  the  Uuited  States, 
described  the  aforesaid  British  negligences 


#3"  Dr.  Leet  proposes  to  deliver  his  Lecture  on 
41  Ship  Sanitation  at  Sea,"  in  the  chief  towns  of  the  United 
States,  to  bring  American  pressure  to  bear  upon  our  im- 
potent Hoard  of  Trade  and  untrained  Ships'  Surgeons  so 
long  hoodwinked  in  the  British  Atlantic  Passenger  Trade. 


( 


